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ESA Article 51.01.01 Work Permit

Memo of Understanding and Assumption of Responsibility
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Brief Explanation of the

ESA Article 51 Work Permit —
Memo of Understanding and Assumption of Responsibility

The purpose of this Memo is for the applicant to state that he/she unequivocally
understands that the granting of an ESA Article 51.01.01 Work Permit is subject to the
precondition that the holder is in possession of a valid Alien Resident Certificate (ARC) or
Alien Permanent Resident Certificate (APRC).

This means that as a foreign spouse or permanent resident, your work rights are subsidiary
to your residency rights. If you lose your residency rights, then your work rights are
cancelled.

How could you lose your residency rights? This could happen by having your ARC
cancelled, or by letting it expire. If you need more details, refer to Article 30 of the
Immigration Law.

How could you lose your permanent residency rights? This could happen by having your
APRC cancelled. If you need more details, refer to Article 31 of the Immigration Law.

For example, a criminal conviction of a year or more incarceration will result in
cancellation of your ARC or APRC. Failure to reside in the ROC area 183 days or more
per year will result in the cancellation of your APRC, etc., etc.

Moreover, with an Article 51.01.01 work permit, not only must you have residency rights,
you must be able to prove that you have residency rights. If you lose your ARC or APRC,
then you have to get it replaced immediately. Otherwise, you will not be able to prove that
you have residency rights.

Refer to Article 26 of the Immigration Law:

“Aliens, at the age of fourteen and over, who have entered the ROC for a
visit, residence, or permanent residence, shall always carry their passports,
ARC, or APRC.

The Ministry of the Interior, National Police Administration, or authorized
government employees in compliance with this law while performing official
duties may demand aliens to produce the documents stated in the
preceding paragraph.”

So, in fact, if you have an ARC or APRC, you are supposed to carry it with you at all times.
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